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INTHE CLAIMS: 

Please amend the claims as follows: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method of doing business including the steps of: 
receiving at least one job to be processed from at least one customer; 
estimating a time for completion of processing for said at least one job to be 

processed; 

querying if said at least one customer is willing to accept a tolerance time that 
includes a time for completion that is later than the estimated time for completion: 

placing each of said at least one job to be processed in a queue of jobs to be 

processed; 

sorting said queue of jobs to be processed; 

configuring dynamically the size of at least one cluster of processing resources 
from a pool of processing resources responsive to at least one attribute of said job to be 
processed; 

processing said at least one job to be processed from said queue of jobs to be 
processed by assigning said at least one job to be processed to said at least one cluster of 
processing resources; and 

making a result of said processing of said at least one job to be processed 
available to said at least one customer; 
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wherein said step of configurin g is responsive to a result of said step of querying. 

2. (Currently Amended) A method of claim 1 , wherein said receiving further 
includes at least one attribute specific to said at least one job to be processed including at least 
one of the following attributes: (1) priority of processing and [[,]] (2) type of processing , and (3) 
a toleranc e tim e. 

3* (Original) A method as In claim 2, wherein said step of sorting said queue of 
jobs to be processed includes consideration of said request for priority of processing of said at 
least one job to be processed. 

4. (Currently Amended) A method of claim 1 [[2]], wherein said step of querying 
includes offering a fee discount to said at least one customer for said tolerance time includes a 
timo for oom pl e tion acceptable to ooid at l e ast one customer that i s later in time than th e 
entimatod tim e for compl e tion, 

5* (Currently Amended) A method as in claim 1 [[4]], wherein said step of 
sorting said queue of jobs to be processed includes consideration of said tolerance time attributed 
to said at least one job to be processed. 
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6. (Original) A method as in claim \ 9 wherein the step of estimating a time for 
completion of processing of said at least one job to be processed further includes the step of 
confirming said time for completion of processing with said at least one customer. 

7. (Currently Amended) A method as in claim 1 wherein said step of configuring 
dynamically a pool of processing resources into at least one cluster of processing resources 
responsive to at least one attribute of said at least one job to be processed further includes the 
steps of: 

saving said cluster of processing resources from said pool of processing resources 
as they become available such that they are earmarked for creating a specific cluster to be used 
for processing said at least one job to be processed; 

saving a configuration file on said cluster of processing resources; and 
rebooting said cluster of processing resources to configure dynamically said 
cluster of processing resources for processing of said at least one job to be processed. 



8. (Original) A method as in claim 1 , wherein said making a result of said 
processing of said at least one job to be processed available to said at least one customer further 
includes charging a fee for said result 

9. (Original) A method as in claim 8, wherein said fee is based on said time for 
completion of processing for said at least one job to be processed. 
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10. (Currently Amended) An apparatus including 

means for receiving at least one job to be processed from at least one customer; 
means for estimating a time for completion of processing for said at least one job 
to be processed; 

means for querying if said at least one customer is willing to accept a tolerance 
time that includes a time for completion that is later than t he estimated time for completion: 

means for placing each of said at least one job to be processed in a queue of jobs 
to be processed; 

means for sorting said queue of jobs to be processed; 

means for configuring dynamically the size of at least one cluster of processing 
resources from a pool of processing resources responsive to at least one attribute of said job to be 
processed; 

means for processing said at least one job to be processed from said queue of jobs 
to be processed by assigning said at least one job to be processed to said at least one cluster of 
processing resources; and 

means for making a result of said processing of said at least one job to be 
processed available to said at least one customer; 

wherein said means for configuring is responsive to a result from said means far 

querying . 
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1 1 . (CuiTently Amended) An apparatus of claim 1 0, wherein said means for 
receiving further includes at least one attribute specific to said at least one job to be processed 
including at least one of the following attributes: (1) priority of processing assi O (2) type of 
processing , and (3) a tolornnoe time . 

12. (Original) An apparatus as in claim 1 1 wherein said means for sorting said 
queue of jobs to be processed includes consideration of said request for priority of processing of 
said at least one job to be processed* 

13. (Currently Amended) An apparatus of claim 1£ [[U]] 7 wherein mssnsfor 
r piftiyj n g offers a fee discount to said at least one customer for said tolerance time inolud e a a tim e 
for completion acceptable to odd at least on e customer that io Later in tim e than th e e s timated 
time fo f completion. 



14. (Currently Amended) An apparatus as in claim 10 [[13]], wherein means for 
sorting said queue of jobs to be processed includes consideration of said tolerance time attributed 
to said at least one job to be processed. 

15. (Original) An apparatus as in claim 10, wherein said means for estimating a 
time for completion of processing of said at least one job to be processed further includes means 
for confirming said time for completion of processing with said at least one customer. 
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16. (Currently Amended) An apparatus as in claim 10 wherein said means for 
configuring dynamically a pool of processing resources into at least one cluster of processing 
resources responsive to at least one attribute of said at least one job to be processed further 
includes: 

means for saving said cluster of processing resources from said pool of processing 
resources as they become available such that they are earmarked for creating a specific cluster to 
be used for processing said job to be processed; 

means for saving a configuration file on said cluster of processing resources; and 
means for rebooting said cluster of processing resources to configure dynamically 
said cluster of processing resources for processing of said at least one job to be processed 

17. (Original) An apparatus as in claim 10, wherein said means for making a 
result of said processing of said at least one job to be processed available to said at least one 
customer further includes means for charging a fee for said result 

18. (Original) An apparatus as in claim 17, wherein said fee is based on said time 
for completion of processing for said at least one job to be processed. 

19. (Cancelled) 

20. (Currently Amended) A system including 
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a request receiver clement configured to receive at least one job to be processed 
from at least one customer, said request receiver element in communication with a pool of 
processing resource s; 

a querying element configured to query if said at least one c ustomer is willing to 
accept a tolerance time that includes a time for completion of said at least one job to be processed 
that is later than an estimated time for completion of said at least one job to be processed: 

a queue of jobs to be processed and disposed to being sorted according to a 
priority assigned to each of said at least one job to be processed, said queue of jobs to be 
processed being in communication with said pool of processing resources; and 

said [[a]] pool of processing resources configured to run at least one job to be 
processed, said pool of processing resources and disposed to being dynamically divided into 
clusters of processing resources which may run in parallel; 

wherein sorting of said queue of jobs is resp onsive to a result of the querying by 
said querying element . 

21. (Currently Amended) A system as in claim 20, wherein said receiver element 
further includes at least one attribute specific to said at least one job to be processed including at 
least one of the following attributes: (I) priority of processing and [[,]] (2) type of processing t 
and (3) o toleronoe tim e. 
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22. (Original) A system as in claim 21 , wherein said queue of jobs to be 
processed may be sorted based on consideration of said request for priority of processing of said 
at least one job to be processed. 

23. (Currently Amended) A system as in claim 2fl [[21]], wherein the querying bv 
said querying element includes offering a fee discount to said at least one customer for said 
tolerance time inolud e o a tim e Int e r than on ootimntod tim e for oompl e tion of oaid at l e ant on e job 
to bo proo e eo e d . 

24. (Currently Amended) A system as in claim 20 [[23]], wherein said queue of 
jobs to be processed are sorted based on consideration of said tolerance time attributed to said at 
least one job to be processed. 

25. (Currently Amended) A system as in claim 20, wherein said pool of 
processing resources are disposed to being dynamically divided into clusters of processing 
resources which may run in parallel is responsive to at least one attribute of said at least one job 
to be processed, and further include 

a procuring element disposed to collect processing resources from said pool of 
processing resources as they become available such that they are earmarked for creating a 
specific cluster to be used for processing said at least one job to be processed; 
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an initializing element disposed to save a configuration file on said cluster of 
processing resources; 

a rebooting element disposed to soft reboot said cluster of processing resources 
such that said cluster of processing resources is dynamically created; 

an executing element configured to nm said at least one job to be processed on 
said cluster of processing programming resources; and 

a transfer element disposed to deliver a result of said run of said at least one job to 
be processed to said at least one customer. 

26. (Currently Amended) A system as in claim 25, wherein a- billing ol eg»fife 
ohargoa said at least one customer is charged a fee for said delivery of said result. 

27. (Currently Amended) A system as in claim 26, wherein said billing olom e nt 
det e tininog said fee is based on at least one of said attributes attributed to said at least one job to 
be processed. 

28. (Cancelled) 

29. (New) A method as in claim 1, wherein said step of configuring dynamically 
the size of at least one cluster of processing resources further comprises soft rebooting said 
cluster of processing resources. 
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30. (New) An apparatus as in claim 10, wherein said means for configuring 
dynamically the size of at least one cluster of processing resources soft reboots said cluster of 
processing resources. 



PAGE 16/23 * RCVD AT 5/1612005 9:36:29 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] 1 SVRiUSPTO-EFXRF-l/fl ' DMS:8729305 1 CSID:6148809346 * DURATION (mnhss):0W)2 



